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KILN’ TIME
NOVEMBER 2010                            THE OFFICIAL CLAY ARTS GUILD NEWSLETTER

It is that time of year when leaves begin to fall, a chill is in the air, and the 
pottery wheels are spinning in anticipation of the Annual Fall Sale!

• Dates are Friday Dec. 3rd with a reception from 5 to 9PM and continue on 
Saturday, Dec. 4th from 11AM to 9PM and Sunday, Dec. 5th from 11AM 
to 6PM. 
•  Setup will be Wednesday, Dec. 1st. 
•  Receiving will be only on Thursday, Dec 2nd from noon to 8PM.

Again, we will have individual display spaces as well as the usual general 
display area. Something new this year will be demonstrations on Saturday 
and Sunday. If this is something that you would be interested in doing, 
please contact David VanderJagt (david.vanderjagt@gmail.com).

EVERY CAG member IS WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO SELL! 
(details are on the website: http://www.clayartsguild.com). The signup 
board is out and filling up fast!  So that all sellers have a chance to work, 
additional volunteer opportunities have been added! 

Also a reminder to start saving all shopping bags (preferably with handles) 
and newspapers (please, no magazines and inserts)! Bring them in as close 
to the opening day of the sale as possible. Look for the drop off box.

Any questions or possible answers, please call Susan Sohrakoff 925-330-
3139 or email ssohrakoff@comcast.net. 

All inventories are due before No-
vember 30th. If you have Word on 
your computer, the easiest way is to 
simply type your inventory directly 
into Word using the following for-
mat. 

Important: one space to a line with 
no spaces between lines, ONE tab 
between each piece of information, 
no spaces, hyphens, dots — just 
ONE TAB. 

1. Type your three-letter code, and 
then tab once — no commas, no 
spaces, nothing except ONE tab.
2. Type the number of your item 
and tab again.
3. Type a short description of your 
piece and tab again.
4. Type the price in whole dollars 
with NO DOLLAR SIGNS.
5. Type return once and do the same 
thing for your next item until you 
have all of them done.
 
When complete, email your Word 
document inventory to Ann Hen-
derson at CAGinventories@gmail.
com. The final result likely will 
not line up and look orderly, but it 
translates in an orderly manner into 
the database we use. A copy of your 
inventory will await you when you 
come to the studio for check-in pro-
vided it is done no later than No-

See Inventories on page 3

Sale Inventory
Directions
By Ann Henderson

Be a Part of Tradition
Sell Your Ceramics at the December Sale 

By Susan Sohrakoff

Wanted: Someone With Musical Talent

The guild is anxiously looking for willing musicians to 
play Friday night at the opening of the CAG Holiday 
Ceramics Sale. If you or someone you can suggest can 
possibly play, please contact David VanderJagt at da-
vid.vanderjagt@gmail.com or hail me down sometime 
in the studio.
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Kiln’ Time Newsletter
Editor ~ Ann Henderson

Layout Editor ~ Mary Leigh Miller
Please submit all articles to Ann at 

<annadele@comcast.net>

MEMBERS 
of the BOARD

Visit our website:
www.clayartsguild.com

See the latest Kiln’ Times 
in full color!

President: Kathy Minard 
Kathy4CAG@pacbell.net

Vice President: David VanderJagt
david.vanderjagt@gmail.com

Financial Officer:  Elizabeth Burchfield
forcia2@sbcglobal.net
Secretary: Grace Goto 

marcgoto@aol.com
Past President:  Florence McAuley

fbmcauley@comcast.net
Librarian:  Bridget Moar
bridgetcag@sbglobal.net

Publicity: Marlea McKinstry
marleam@aol.com 

Hospitality: Janice West
gd24378@yahoo.com

Monitors:  Clarice Judah
925judah@comcast.net

Historian:  Mary Leigh Miller
mlmiller602@yahoo.com

Membership:  Ann Henderson
annadele@comcast.net

Advisory Counil Rep. Florence McAuley
fbmcauley@comcast.net 
Curator:  Jackie Gerry

jackie.gerry@bhghome.com
Membership Liaison:  Mimi Wild

jnowild@pacbell.net
Other non-board positions

Friends of the Arts:
Mary Leigh Miller

mlmiller602@yahoo.com

THE CAG OPEN  STUDIO HOURS
 Always check the bulletin board for special announcements

Mon....................4 - 7 pm
Tue .....................4 - 7 pm
Wed..................12 - 4 pm
Thur...........No Open Workshop Shop Hours

Fri....................12 - 7 pm
Sat ...................12 - 7 pm
Sun.....................1 - 7 pm

Opportunities for Artists
Clay Artists Included

NEST <buildnest.org> is an international organization that supports female 
artisans worldwide by providing them an initial loan for supplies, educating 
them in business practices, finding them mentors from established artists, 
and connecting them with a worldwide market in which to sell their craft. 
NEST is currently supporting women in the following countries through 
their programs: Togo, India, Guatemala, Morocco, Kenya, Rwanda, and 
Turkey. “Beauty and Justice,” a marketplace sale and art show, will be held 
the day after Thanksgiving, a major shopping day, in the heart of downtown 
Walnut Creek.

The event’s purpose is three-fold: 1) Raising awareness for Nest’s work; 2) 
Selling items made by loan recipients; 3) Sharing the beauty of Nest’s work 
through pieces created by local artists inspired by Nest’s work. 

Artists who are creating pieces for the event are welcome either to have 
their piece for sale or for display only. The artist sets the price, with a por-
tion of the proceeds going to benefit Nest. The artist also determines the 
percentage donated, anywhere from ten to one hundred percent. If a piece 
does not sell on the 26th, then the artist is welcome to keep it or donate it to 
Nest to try and sell at a future venue.

For further information, contact Allison at 831-402-1987
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We’re Going GreenInventories from page 1

vember 30th. Remember to bring your self-addressed, 
stamped envelope with you to check in, and you will 
sign a release form then. Also remember, no items un-
der $7. If you have very small pieces, like magnets or 
pins to sell under $7, then make them 2 for whatever. 

You can also write the inventory on Excel using the 
fields ordered the same as above: three-letter code, 
number of piece, description of piece, price. If you do 
not have Word or Excel, typing your inventory directly 
into the text of the email is acceptable, but it is much 
more work to put it into the database. 

In your descriptions, it would be helpful for statistical 
purposes to use common terms. That way we can pro-
vide follow-up information on percentages of what sold 
in relation to what was entered and the types of things 
that sold. By common terms, I mean: sculpture, plate, 
platter, cup or mug, bowl, vase, pitcher, jar, casserole, 
tile, planter — you get the idea. This helps us give you 
more accurate feedback after the sale.

Note in the sample pictured above that the price column 
does not line up. Your copy will likely line up skewed 
like this, but it translates into nicely lined up fields in 
the database we use.

At the last board meeting, the CAG voted to purchase 
the Cink, which incorporates a complete recycling 
system for the studio at a cost somewhere between 
$1600 and $1700. We will be using it for collecting 
waste glaze, some of which contains heavy metals and 
should not be put into the sewer system. Apparently, the 
EPA has been checking some college ceramics studios 
and a couple of them have been fined up to $75,000 for 
allowing glaze materials into the sewer system. 

Board members discussed other less expensive op-
tions, but the Cink seemed to be the best. We could 
have used a large drum filled with water to wash spray-
ers, brushes and glaze covered sponges, but someone 
would have to empty the huge drum of water after the 
heavy particles had settled and dispose of the waste 
glaze. Disposal of the waste glaze is still necessary 
with the Cink, but the Cink is a self-contained system 
that filters out all particles down to one micron in size, 
separating them from the water that is recycled again 
through the system. The filters can even be cleaned 
in the Cink itself. Nothing is connected to the studio 
drain. 

It will be installed during the December break in the 
glaze area where the raku glazes are stored. A part of 
the counter will be removed and another storage area 
for raku glazes will be set up. There is no danger in al-
lowing our clays into the drain system, just the glaze 
materials, so you can continue cleaning bats, tools, 
wheels etc. the same as you have always done.

“Bit the Dust”       .  
Our studio hot wax electric frying pan has moved 
onto whatever the next life electric fry pans may 
be, and we are in need of a new/used one. If you 
have one you would like to donate or come across 
a working one in a rummage sale, please consider 
the studio need. 

Our blender is on its last “legs” as well, so either 
would be appreciated.
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Book Review 
 Reviewed by 

 Numo Jaeger

Shop Class as Soulcraft is a “read me” kind of book for 
people who like working with their hands and love the 
eloquent use of words. Matthews incorporates history, 
philosophy, political theory and his personal life expe-
riences and relates them to the importance of working 
with his hands.

Why should the potter read this book? Why do potters 
make objects by hand when anyone can go to Ikea and 
purchase a uniform functional ceramic vessel that is 
designed to stack neatly in a standard kitchen cabinet 
using a minimal amount of space? Although the book 
is about fixing old motorcycles, the correlation to our 
field of interest is a simple one, and, oddly enough, I 
found the jump from motorcycles to ceramics and clay 
easy, since the book has reminiscent qualities similar to 
the style and writing of MC Richard’s book, Centering.

Crawford finds his center in working with the valves and 
gears of an old motorcycle and writes an elegant book 
which asks his audience to consider what true freedom 
is in this fast-paced, technological, global world. 

He speaks about the contemporary knowledge worker 
and his or her separation from the whole work process. 

He informs us that when individuals are separated from 
the whole work process, they don’t own the work; the 
work owns them. 

Why should we value work and specifically why value 
work done with our hands? It’s about self-reliance, but 
also about maintaining the spiritual connection to the 
process from beginning to end. This author writes about 
the social responsibility required in his stochastic art 
of fixing machines and the thinking required that goes 
along with fixing things that are not of his own mak-
ing.  Inserted throughout the book are references to his 
childhood; growing up in and around Berkeley and Em-
eryville add a special touch of familiarity to his writing 
for Bay Area readers. 

For folks who enjoy working with their hands or people 
who are interested in the Arts and Crafts movement and 
have been intrigued by a dedicated group of individuals 
trying to keep craft and craftsmanship alive during the 
dramatic social and political changes which occurred 
during the Industrial Revolution, this book updates the 
issues of working with your hands to our time beautiful-
ly. Individuals who have read Centering by MC Rich-
ards or Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance, or 
the more recent book by Richard Sennett entitled The 
Craftsman will find this book a welcome addition to 
their library and one they cannot easily put down. 

Shop Class as Soulcraft
by Matthew B. Crawford

CAG Library
By Bridget Moar

Our CAG Library has recently received several 
new books as donations from CAG members.  
Thank you to those that have contributed to our 
collection!  We welcome books on the subject of 
ceramics; if you have books you would like to do-
nate to the library, please let me know by talking 
to me in the studio or by email. Take some time 
to browse through our vast collection – you’re 
bound to find some inspiration or answers to a 
question. If you want to check out a book from 
the library, any of our Library Assistants: Clarice 
Judah, Gary Guglielmino, Susie Quan-Wong, or 
I can assist you.  Please remember to return the 
book(s) within four weeks; there is a return box 
underneath the table in the library for returning 
your book(s). Let me know if you have a recom-
mendation for an addition to the library, or if you 
have questions, bridgetcag@sbcglobal.net.
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Meet Your Monitor
Jacky Arkasali

By Tom Winn

Price Tags for December Sale
You need CAG tags to sell in the December show. 
If you are planning to sell, email Ann Henderson 
ASAP and let her know if you want a half or whole 
sheet of labels. Half sheets are 40 labels and whole 
sheets are 80, which is the highest number you can 
enter. If you have participated in prior sales, we have 
your three-letter selling code (usually your initials), 
but if not, contact Ann with your choice of three let-
ters. She will let you know if your choice is avail-
able, annadele@comcast.net or 925-828-3742. La-
bels will be available in a folder in the studio on the 
center wooden table.

You could say that Jacky Arkasali inherited her love of 
ceramics. Her mother, Brigitte Boyd, a member of the 
studio for more than 20 years, passed away in 2000. 
About a year later, Jacky’s fa-
ther gave her a gift: her moth-
er’s ceramics tools. 

“I had no intention of being a 
potter,” Jacky said. “Mainly be-
cause I had so much pottery at 
home that I was sick of it. My 
mother always had a trunk full 
of pottery in her car, and she 
would bring home more from 
the studio every Wednesday. I 
still have a lot of it.”

At the time, Jacky, who moni-
tors the studio on Tuesday eve-
ning, was totally devoted to the 
jewelry classes she was taking 
in Oakland, but she signed up for a ceramics class be-
cause she thought that spending time at the studio was 
one way to help her stay close to her mother. 

“There are people who have been here twenty or thirty 
years, and many of them knew my mom,” she said. “I 
felt like my mom was still here in a way.” Within a 
short time Jacky was hooked on ceramics. One of the 
primary reasons she enjoys the studio is the support and 
inspiration that studio members share with each other.

 “You can always learn from people who have been 
here longer than you,” she said. “New faces arrive each 
session. You get inspired by what other people are do-
ing, and it’s nice to see your ideas thread out into some-
one else’s work.”

She’s tried different techniques and styles, but  “Raku 
is what really speaks to me,” she said. “No matter what 
I do, I always get pulled back into Raku.”

Although ceramics originally seemed like a detour 
from her jewelry, her time at the studio has brought her 

full circle, enabling her to create jewelry that blends ce-
ramics, beads, and textiles. Her latest jewelry pieces are 
a series of felted wool bracelets, each highlighted with 
a Raku disk and usually decorated with threaded beads. 

“Now all I do is work with jewelry, which I love,” 
Jacky commented, noting that ceramics has helped her 
develop a unique style of jewelry. “There are not a lot 
of artists out there who are combining knitting, felting, 

ceramics, and beads.”

Jacky lives in Walnut Creek 
near Heather farms.  She has 
been a massage therapist at 
the Lafayette Park Hotel for 
the last 14 years. Although 
she grew up in Walnut Creek 
and spent most of her life 
here, she was born in Munich, 
Germany, where her German 
mother and Armenian father 
met at a fair. They married, 
and a year later, right after 
Jacky was born, the family 
moved to California where 
her father enrolled in UC 
Berkeley to study architec-

ture. The family later moved to Walnut Creek. “I re-
member driving down Ygnacio when there was only 
one stoplight,” she said. “That’s how long I’ve been 
living here.”
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CAG Holiday Sale Chair
 Susan Sohrakoff

By David Vander Jagt

The CAG December Holiday Sale provides one of the 
year’s best opportunities to showcase Walnut Creek’s 
outstanding clay facility, promote what is accomplished 
here by a wide range of clay artists, raise money for 
CAG, and, above all, for members to sell the work that 
has been lovingly and painstakingly created all year 
long. 

Chairing this event is an important undertaking, and 
this year a wonderful CAG member, Susan Sohrakoff 
— known for her warm smile, cool glasses, soft-spo-
ken, enthusiastic style and her willingness to take on 
new challenges — has stepped up to the task. 

Susan has been an involved parent while raising her 
two children. She was an active volunteer throughout 
their school years. Faced with grown children off on 
their own, Susan’s free time became her own, so she 
and a group of friends began enrolling in classes at the 
Clay Arts Studio.

Susan has primarily taken the Thursday class with Les-
lie Jensen as well as Ellen’s garden vessel class, Pete’s 

salt fire class and she has enjoyed alternative firing and 
working on the wheel as well. She is most comfort-
able working on a smaller scale, making tiles, vessels, 
pears and mugs. She describes her favorite pieces as 
being her “accidents” that become something special 
and meaningful. Most of us can identify with that same 
experience.

A successful sale cannot be accomplished with one per-
son. Susan looks forward to everyone stepping up to 
chair committees, work shifts and challenge themselves 
to take on responsibilities, sometimes outside of their 
normal comfort zones.

The Skate Rink is Back
By Pete Coussoulis

As of this writing I am sure you have all noticed that the 
ice skate rink is setting up in the parking lot again for 
your winter skating enjoyment. So, sharpen your skates; 
opening is scheduled for November 11 and closing on 
January 17, with the teardown done by January 31.

We know parking will be even more of a challenge this 
year, since the library lot is charging $1.00 an hour for 
parking, so we are getting some library patron use of 
our lot for free. In the coming months the entire city 
parking lot will have paid-for parking also. We are in 
negotiations right now to see how we can maintain our 
parking permit privileges. In the meantime, please be 
patient when trying to find a parking space. People are 
always coming and going in the park. 

In a subject related to the parking lot use; please be 
aware of your surroundings out there, and do not hesi-
tate to report anything that looks strange or suspicious. 
We have had a couple of vehicle break-ins in broad day-
light in the last few weeks. So, we stress again, please 
lock your vehicles and do not leave anything of value 
visible.
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HOT  T IP !
       from

 

 Clarice Ju
dah

In last issue of the CAG newsletter there was an article about the totem pole 
the guild is building in memory of CAG member Don Porcella. We asked 
for ceramic pieces to be made for stringing on the pole. The piece/s can be 
of any shape, clay and glaze. You must cut two holes in the piece (opposite 
each other) before firing and glazing as it is too difficult to drill them in 
afterwards. 

The template for the holes is in Pete’s office. Don’t forget to put your name 
on your piece. We have received a few pieces for the project, but need 
more to complete the pole. If you are in the process of making your piece 
PLEASE let me hear from you. You may either put a note in my locker 
(#123) or phone me, Emily Blanc, at 925-825-4077.  We are anxious to let 
Ann Porcella know how much Don meant to all of us at the clay studio. 
She is looking forward to placing the totem in her garden. Thank you all for 
your support of this project. We wanted to finish this project before the end 
of the quarter, but are willing to wait until after classes resume in January if 
you haven’t finished your piece yet. There is a box in the library where you 
can put your finished pieces.

Twenty-three guild artists are exhibiting pots and sculptures in the Orinda 
Library Gallery Show. The exhibit is now up and lasts until December first 
with a reception Sunday, November seventh from 3:00 to 4:30PM at the 
library. Pottery is displayed in the cases and painters are exhibiting their 
work on the walls, making this show doubly attractive.

Come join us at the reception and support your fellow potters, but if that is 
out of the question, please make sure to see the fabulous exhibit. The fol-
lowing are the guild member artists who are participating: Kathy Minard, 
Sandy Ritchie, David VanderJagt, Mary Miller, Grace Gotto, Maggie 
Boscoe, Joan Ibarolle, Mimi Wild, Pam Bivins, Jackie Gerry, Olga Ju-
disman, Fauzia Quereshi, Betty Gadd, Mitsuko Siegrist, Dinah King, 
Virginia Rigney, Alice Lasky, Jacky Arkasali, Susan Heckly, Patty Tay-
lor, Janice Holve, Corazon Bolesch, and Kate Chenok

Orinda Library Exhibit
By Jackie Gerry

In-House Exhibits
Make sure to thank Patty Taylor for arranging the Raku exhibit in the 
studio exhibit case and Olga Jusidman and Pam Bivins for the Fall 
Leaves in the library window exhibit case.

Trimming Chuck
For an adjustable trimming chuck, 
center a piece of clay, pull up a cone 
(as if you were going to throw off 
a hump) then cover that cone with 
cheesecloth. The cloth will keep the 
inverted pot you are going to trim 
from sticking to the chuck.  If you 
need to narrow or widen the cone 
for the next pot, just remove the 
cheesecloth and make the proper 
adjustment. 

You can also use the cheesecloth to 
cover the edges of an inverted chuck 
that is made by centering and open-
ing a wedge of clay; the pot to be 
trimmed is set inside the top edges 
of the chuck. Incidentally, bandages 
are often made of cheesecloth and 
are about the right size for covering 
a mound of clay.

Clarice earned a bag of clay for 
subitting her Hot Tip. Now it is 
your turn. Simply email your sug-
gestion to Ann Henderson. If your 
tip is chosen for Kiln’ Time, then 
you also can earn a bag of clay.

Quote
A foolproof method for sculpt-
ing an elephant: first, get a huge 
block of clay; then you carve 
away everything that doesn’t 
look like an elephant.  ~Author 
Unknown

A Reminder — Porcella Totem
By Emily Blanc
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Vanessa Goes to 
Heavenly Henhouse —R.I.P.

By Gary Guglielmino

Many of you will recall hearing 
about Vanessa, Sandy Ritchie’s 
pet chicken, who had a very close 
call with a Schnauzer. As was re-
ported in Kiln Time, the encounter 
involved an emergency vet visit 
for Vanessa, who required skillful 
veterinary care (and seventy-five 
stitches) to pull through. And pull 
through she did! Vanessa eventually 
made a full recovery and was back 
with the other hens, looking for 
worms under Sandy’s birdbath. (At 
least we hope that’s what she was 
looking for.) 

Unfortunately, some weeks after 
the initial incident, this rosy picture 
took a sad turn. Sandy noted that 
Vanessa had become rather listless 
around the henhouse, and felt that 
another visit with the veterinarian 
was indicated.
 

The veterinarian explained Vanessa 
had developed a serious infection, 
which might require additional sur-
gery and further antibiotic therapy. 
Sandy, always an advocate for her 
galline (that’s chicken) friends, felt 
that perhaps Vanessa had suffered 
enough. After due consideration, 
the decision was made to put Van-
essa to sleep.

The veterinarian and his staff were 
very thoughtful and supportive. 
They enquired if Sandy would 
like to be present, perhaps to hold 
Vanessa, while the bird received…
whatever they give a chicken to 
put it to sleep. Sandy felt that this 
should be a matter between Vanessa 
and her veterinarian. The staff then 
wondered if Sandy would like to 
take Vanessa’s remains home, per-

haps to bury them in the backyard as a part of a memorial service for the 
chicken. Sandy felt that this was not a good option — she feared that the 
schnauzer would dig up Vanessa with unpleasant results.

So, the thing ultimately boiled down to a cremation for Vanessa. The every-
thoughtful staff then asked 
if Sandy would like to stop 
by and pick up Vanessa’s 
ashes, perhaps to spread 
around the yard. Sandy de-
clined. 

Several days later, Sandy 
received word that Vanes-
sa cremains had been sent 
to an animal cemetery on 
the peninsula somewhere. 
Sandy declined a crypt for 
Vanessa, refused a memo-
rial marker, and asked that 
Vanessa’s ashes simply be 

mixed into the flowerbeds. Sandy felt that the story would end there. Not 
so! The pet cemetery called to ask if Sandy would be interested in the ser-
vices of a grief therapist after the loss of her chicken. Sandy reports that she 
so far has been able to soldier through Vanessa’s passing without the need 
for professional help.

Our hearts go out to Sandy, and we honor brave Vanessa. Rest in Peace. Or 
perhaps Roost in Peace! 

Sandy finishes her sculpture of Vanessa



9

Master Potter Workshop 
with Christa Assad

Comments picked up after the Christa Assad 
Master Potter Workshop in October: 

“Great workshop!”

“She makes it look so easy.”

“I learned so much.” 

“Her slides showing from whence comes her 
inspirations were amazing. What a fabulous 
workshop, and the lunch was good too; potters are great cooks.”

“I can’t wait to try some of the things she showed us. Her final products are so unique!”

The nearly 50% discount for CAG members was a wonderful incentive 
as well. There were about 15 members who attended, more than prior 
Master Potter Workshops used to attract. Word is getting out as to how 
valuable these workshops can be. Hopefully even more CAG members 
will come to future master potter workshops. Christa’s combination of 
thrown and hand-built pieces presented a wonderful inspiration for those 
attending. 

Adding to the Master Potter collection, the guild purchased a brightly 
glazed coffee pot, representative of Christa’s architectural style of com-
bining thrown parts, using slab construction method to fashion her 
geometric piece. You can see it displayed in the studio exhibit case.

Silent Auction
The proceeds from the silent auction of Don’s pottery, 
kiln and wheel came to $1341. Another $45 was added 
to the original $356 already donated to the HATS fund 
for Don’s tools. So far Ann’s generosity has increased 
the fund by the grand total of $1742. Ann, Don’s wid-
ow, donated his wheel, kiln, all of his tools and 91 of 
his pots. We still have about 30 of Don’s pots that will 
be available at the Christmas Sale for those of you 
were not successful bidders during the silent auction. 
The plan is to display his pieces without prices, allow 
people to take whatever they would like and leave a 
donation for the HATS fund. Thus, you will still have 
an opportunity to get a memento of Don, a friend to 
everyone who knew him. 

Arts Education Office news:
Due to budget cuts, the arts education department has 
lost several employees, and it has resulted in very lim-
ited hours for staffing of the downtown city hall office. 
This office will only be open during the first week of 
class registrations and after that by appointment only. 
If you need to speak to someone in person, we suggest 
you go to the Shadelands campus at 111 North Wiget 
Lane off Ygnatio Valley Road. Sorry for the inconve-
nience!

Creativity is inventing, experimenting, breaking 
rules, making mistakes and having fun.
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Message from KATHY MINARD

Location! Location! Location!
The CAG is so lucky to have such 
a wonderful studio in a vibrant 
downtown location in the popular 
and thriving city of Walnut Creek. 
The problem is, Civic Park is such a 
great location, EVERBODY wants 
to be here!  Including the ever-pop-

ular (amongst kids and parents) ICE RINK! 
 
Yes it’s back, and for those of you who’ve been around for at least 
a year, you know what’s coming!  Along with those smiling little 
scarf-clad rug rats, come some inconveniences. We are now sharing 
a space that has existing parking issues, with a popular annual activ-
ity that not only brings in more cars, but actually takes away parking 
spaces at the same time!

So I’m urging you to remember these three important words

Patience!  Patience!  Patience! 
That’s what you’ll need. The ice rink has designated drop off loca-
tions for parents dropping kids off to skate, and ‘no ice rink park-
ing’ signs will be posted. But as you’ve probably guessed, this really 
is not enforceable. The added issue of the Library now having paid 
parking slots, and our lot still being a no cost lot… well, you can see 
the need for patience will be greater than ever.  You will circle, and 
you will mumble under your breath, but I know that you and our 
special group of artists will use their creativity to work it out. We are 
in constant communication with the city on this issue, and the city is 
very aware of the problems with the parking. Please feel free to com-
ment if you are having specific problems, or if you see an opportunity 
for a solution that you want to share with your fellow artists.

It is also time for our winter sale activities to be ramping up! Decem-
ber 3 is our opening night, and if you’ve never been in a sale, give it a 
shot! The sale: December 3, 4 & 5th.  It costs you nothing to display 
your pieces except working a shift during the sale, and how fun it will 
be the first time you put your art out. I urge you to participate, at least 
work a shift, and don’t forget to tell your friends! It’s a wonderful 
time to see what all the other students have been creating! We will 
have postcards you can take and pass out to your friends and cowork-
ers! This is a great venue to buy some very personal, hand crafted 
holiday gifts! It also happens to be very important for the survival of 
our art program. The winter sale is where we get much of our money 

to purchase important upgrades for 
our studio.

For example, we have recently vot-
ed to purchase a necessary piece of 
equipment for the glaze room, which 
will allow our studio to stay in com-
pliance with state environmental 
regulations. This wash station will 
run us upwards of $1800, and it’s 
critical we have a system such as this 
in our studio, and the CAG money is 
what makes it possible.
  
“But wait” you say! The winter sale 
isn’t enough for you? You want to 
see more by student artists! Check 
out the great fall leaves display in 
the window right outside our own 
studio! And in the inside of the stu-
dio, we have a whole display case 
now dedicated to student work that 
will be changed on a regular basis. 
Also, by the time you read this, the 
Orinda Library gallery display will 
be up (November 1- December 1), 
don’t miss the chance to check that 
out, I’m sure it will be wonderful. 
And in January, there will be anoth-
er chance to display your art at the 
Civic Arts building at Shadelands.

So thanks for being a CAG mem-
ber! And thanks to all those who are 
helping by volunteering to set up 
displays, work sales shifts, arrange 
for workshops, organize studio mon-
itoring and create these newsletters. 
And a special thanks to the winter 
sale chairs, Susan Sohrakoff & Da-
vid Vanderjagt. It wouldn’t be the 
same without any of you and your 
unique contribution.
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 DATES TO REMEMBERNotes from the Desk of the 
Studio Manager

                                                                   
THUR. 11/11 STUDIO CLOSED
   VETERAN’S DAY HOLIDAY
 
SAT. 11/13  LAST SATURDAY CLASS OF FALL SESSION

 
FRI.  11/19   LAST CLASS OF FALL SESSION

 
NOTE: ALL WARE MUST BE REMOVED FROM DAMPROOM, 
DRYING ROOM, BISQUEWARE SHELVES AND FINISHED 
GLAZED WARE SHELVES, AND ALL LOCKERS CLEARED OUT 
BY 10 PM – FRIDAY – NOV. 19
 
ANY GREENWARE AND GLAZED WARE READY TO FIRE ON 
CARTS WILL BE SAVED FOR PICK-UP EITHER WEEK OF DEC. 6 
OR IN WINTER QUARTER.
 
SAT.  11/20  STUDIO CLEAN-UP PARTY, 10 AM – NOON
 
SUN. – WED. 11/21 – 11/24 (NOON – 7 PM)  SPECIAL OPEN STU-
DIO FOR OPEN STUDIO MEMBERS TO GLAZE WARE ONLY! NO 
PRODUCTION OF NEW WORK ALLOWED!
 
THUR. – SUN. 11/25 –11/28   STUDIO CLOSED THANKSGIVING 
HOLIDAY 
 
MON. – THUR.  11/29 – 12/2   STUDIO CLOSED FOR STUDIO 
SALE SET-UP
 
FRI. – SUN.  12/3 – 12/5  STUDIO SALE

 
MON. – SAT. 12/6 – 12/11 (NOON – 7 PM)   STUDIO OPEN FOR 
PICK UP OF FINISHED GLAZED WARE ONLY ! NO PRODUC-
TION OF NEW WORK ALLOWED!
                                      
 
DECEMBER 12 THRU JANUARY 7 – STUDIO CLOSED
WILL RE-OPEN WITH FIRST CLASS OF WINTER - JAN. 8, 2011

During the next quarter break, 
we will be making some major 
changes n the glaze room and 
also in glaze clean-up proce-
dures in order to be in compli-
ance with state guidelines on 
making sure that only water 
goes down our sink drains, thus 
keeping all heavy metals such as 
cobalt, iron and copper carbon-
ate out of our drainage system. 
Clay can still be washed down 
the sinks.

The Guild has approved fund-
ing for the purchase of the Cink, 
which is a self-contained wash 
out system that will be used 
for cleanup of all glaze materi-
als. This includes washing of 
brushes, spray guns, sponges or 
anything else that you may use 
to apply or clean up glazes. This 
will be mandatory. Do not dump 
any glazes, or underglazes for 
that matter, down the sinks.

The new wash out Cink will be 
located to the right of the glaze 
room sink. We will be removing 
the cabinet that is used for raku 
glaze storage to make room for 
it. And, yes, there will be some-
where else set up in the studio 
for the raku glazes.

parking also. We are in negotia-
tions right now to see how we 
can maintain our parking per-
mit privileges. In the meantime, 
please be patient when trying to 
find a parking space. People are 
always coming and going in the 
park. 
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CLAYARTSGUILD
City of Walnut Creek

 Arts Education
111 Wiget Lane

Walnut Creek, Ca. 94598

What’s Happening in the Clay World

To view the CAG Newsletter in full color, go to our website: www.clayartsguild.com

BOUTIQUE INTERESTING WEBSITESEXHIBITS:

OPEN STUDIOS

Guild members Riham Jweainat 
and Ellen Sachtschale among 
other artists will be participating 
at 1063 Dolores Drive, Lafayette, 
November 7th from 11AM to 
6PM. For $5 off $25 purchase and 
more information go to www.
facebook.com/shopwithriham 

Lafayette Gallery, Winter Won-
derland, November 2 to De-
cember 24. Jewelry, Paintings 
and Ceramics — Reception, 
December 3.

Gary Holt, 1449 Fifth Street, 
Berkeley, Saturdays and Sun 
days November 27 through 
December 19th: 10AM to 6PM. 
Friday preview November 26th 
5-9PM. www.garyholt.com, 
gary@garyholt.com

Berkeley Artisans Holiday: 
Saturdays 11-6 p.m. November 
27-28, December 4-5, 11-12, 18-
19. A self-guided tour at http://
berkeleyartisans.com/

http://berkeleyartisans.com/
This general website provides 
“how to” links on doing a huge 
variety of things with a lot of 
references to ceramics. For 
instance, on making plates, you 
can come up with a whole series 
of detailed videos for throwing 
a plate:
http://www.ehow.com/vid-
eo_4944694_ceramic-plate-
throwing.html. The search box 
will lead you to many others 
including throwing ceramic 
bowls, pitchers etc.


